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POLITICAL BACKGROUND
1776 - 1860

ÅAfter the Revolutionary War insured Americaõs independence from Englandõs rule, STATES 

were considered a SOVEREIGNTY, meaning they were SELF -GOVERNING.

ÅThere was a FEDERAL Government as well, but it functioned independently from the 

sovereign states.  Governors at that time were considered SUPREME RULERS and wanted 

to remain that way to serve their best interests.  For example, prosperity in the Southern 

States was due primarily to cotton plantations.   To run these large land holdings, they 

needed inexpensive laborers, which had been slaves for many decades.  The demand for 

slaves increased even more after the COTTON GIN was invented in 1793.

ÅAs the United States grew in population, more and more territories applied for statehood.  



STATES AND TERRITORIES



VIEWS OF NORTH VS. SOUTH

ÅAs the Northern States became more INDUSTRIALIZED, the population of whites was 

increasing in the urban areas.  Immigrants were coming to the North not the South.   Many 

poor Southern whites that had been subsistence farmers also came north for employment.  

Slavery had been phased out of the North and new states were being accepted into the 

Union as FREE STATES.

ÅThe Southern agricultural plantations in the SLAVE STATES had expanded into the 

southwest and wanted to continue the use of slavery as they added land holdings outside 

of their state.  They argued that slave ownership should be maintained no matter where 

the slaves lived.

ÅBy 1860, the dispute was becoming more and more adversarial between the North, that 

hoped slavery would eventually be phased out everywhere, and the South, that wanted to 

be allowed to continue owning slaves because of the profitability and did not want to lose 

what they considered their PROPERTY.



ABRAHAM LINCOLN

ÅAbraham Lincoln started in politics in the 1840õs.  As his popularity grew, 

he spoke out against the expansion of slavery.  

ÅWhen Lincoln was defeated by Democrat Stephen Douglas for a Senate 

seat in 1858, he did not stop campaigning.  He secured the Republican 

nomination and was elected the 16 th President of the United States in 

1860, even without the support of any Southern State. 

ÅThe UNION referred to all states, initially, and Lincoln believed that the 

Union should be preserved at all cost.  If this meant to allow slavery 

where it existed in the South, he supported it to keep the country united.

ÅHowever, the South wanted more autonomy from the Federal Government 

and they knew that Lincolnõs leadership would eventually lead to the end 

of slavery, so seven Slave States left the Union when he became President 

and they formed the Confederate States of America.

1808 - 1865



ÅLincoln did not want war but he could not accept secession 

from the Union, which now involved 11 states.  Hoping for a 

peaceful resolution, he asked that the Confederates allow 

the government to resupply federal Fort Sumter, located in 

Charleston Harbor, South Carolina.  However, the South 

Carolina militia blocked all attempts to ship in food and 

supplies for the command stationed there and demanded 

that they surrender the fort.

ÅThe Union resisted and before they could surrender, the Confederacy opted to take the fort by 

force.  On Friday, April 11, 1861, shots were fired on the fort, the barrage lasting for 34 hours.  Ill -

equipped to defend their hold, the Union forces exhausted their ammunition and surrendered the 

following day.

ÅLincoln had no choice but to respond to the hostilities with force and Union armies were fortified.

WHERE IT ALL BEGAN


